
Designing Teachable  
Moments



“How do I teach this?”



I want to show you how 
might you teach that 
and pretty much 
everything else. 



Teachable moments:
opportunities that ripe 
for learning



Learning:
the acquisition of 
knowledge and skills



Learning (in school):
the acquisition of facts, 
ideas and skills



Kids and Learning







So how do I create a 
teachable moment?



We have to rethink how we want 
them to experience learning.





Do something that will 
leaves an impression. 

Something that moves 
them to try something 
that may result in 
learning a thing or 2.



How?





T:“What questions do you have?”



What is that? 
Is that photoshopped? 
Is that a lighter? 
Did someone do that? 
If they did, why would they? 
What kind of bird is that? 
Why would a bird eat plastic? 
When was this photo taken? 
Where was this? 
Who took the photo? 
Why did this person take this photo? 
Did this happen to other birds? 
How did the bird die? Did it suffer? 
Did something try to eat it? 
Where are the eye balls? 
How long has it been dead?

WHY WOULD YOU  
SHOW THIS TO US? 
WE’RE CHILDREN!



open questions 
closed questions 
tiered questions 
dok questions 

deep questions 
complex questions 



What is the significance of this event?
Does plastic impact other animals?

What is the value of a bird? 



What is the significance of this event?

Did this impact other people?

Can someone be considered less valuable?



How many people were impacted?
What’s the significance of that stove?

Why are’t those people cold?
Why is that wall purple?



Curiosity is an opportunity.



What about ideas?



We should be teaching 
ideas whenever we can.



What ideas?



RELEVENCE
ESSENTIAL 



reactions 
colonization 
little red hen 

slavery 
interest rate



Power may be 
used or abused.



T: “What do you think this means?”





Power may be used or abused.



Power may be used or abused.



Power may be used or abused.



Confusion is an opportunity.



What about skills?



Life forces us to learn 
skills all the time.



It usually starts with 
a novel problem.



The “figuring out” 
happens after



Car dies
Hungry

Taxes
Backsplash



Fractions?



Recipes have fractions, food 
trucks use recipes. 

If you own a food truck, you 
should understand fractions. 



Collect family recipe and 
calculate the cost/serving







Imagine: 
You have a food truck and  
you have to sell 10,000 servings.  
How much will ingredients cost? 
How much should your charge? 







Now “sell” it to people





excel and typing skills 
operations with fractions  
integers (debt/profit) 
presentation skills 
performance/design/art skills 
marketing skills 
infomercial skills 
comedy skills



Challenges are an opportunity.



What questions do you have?

What do you think this means?

What do you need to know?



Question and Research

Ponder and Think 

Creative with problems



Metacognition



thinking about thinking



awareness and 
understanding of one’s 
own thought process 



Question

Ponder
Creative

Research

Problem 
Solvers

Curious
Knows how to learn

Ideas
Awareness



We ask our kids to learn 
every day but how well 
do they know how to 
learn on their own.



Learning is 
necessary 
for survival.



Question

Ponder
Creative

Research

Problem 
Solvers

Curious
Knows how to learn

Ideas
Awareness



 0 curiosity.
0 ideas.

0 creativity.
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