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Depth
• refers to approaching or studying

• something from the concrete

• to the abstract, from the known
to the unknown. 

These prompts/ thinking tools
require you to examine topics by:

• Determining the facts

• Concepts

• Generalization

• Principals and theories related 
to them



Thinking Tools that focus on Depth

Details                                                            
Trends

Rules                                                                
Unanswered 

Questions

Big Ideas                                                         
Ethics

Language of 
the Discipline                      

Patterns



Complexity
refers to making:
Relationships
Connecting other concepts
Layering



Complexity

• Making connections across several 
topics or academic subjects

• Seeing relationship between seemingly 
unconnected ideas or concepts

• Complexity  provide the intricacies to 
relate to details.



Thinking Tools/Prompts

The prompts are Metacognitive and allow the user to 
really think about their thinking in a logical way. The are 
not just a classroom strategy, but a life-long tool for 
thinking. All students at any age are able to comprehend 
and interact with the prompts. However, they are truly 
necessary to help elevate our highest thinkers.



Ethics

Right, Wrong, and Gray Areas 

The “Should” Questions 

Unanswered questions

What has not or cannot be answered

Things to Ponder



Patterns

Occurrences or concepts
that repeat.

Historical Patterns
Mathematical Patterns

Trends

Situations or ideas particular
to a specific period, culture,
set of circumstances

Trends in Science and
Technology



Large universal concepts Information  that  provides or proves the big idea

Ultimate Meanings Relevant pieces, but not the whole picture

One Word Summaries  

Big Idea Detail



Rules

The guide or procedures
one must obey in a
discipline; the structure,
order, or hierarchy.
Rules of Nature
Rules of Law
Rules of Culture 

Language of the 
Discipline

Specific Academic Language
of a particular field of study.  



Change over Time 
How time affects ideas and situations

Across Disciplines

Relationships between Subject Areas

Multiple Perspectives
Different Viewpoints

Prompts of Complexity



New Thinking 
Tools/Prompts

Original

Translate

Context

Judgement

Impact

Process

Proof

Motive



Complexity
Original Translate

Why is it new?         What are the multiple and varied meanings?
What makes it new?                             How is the same idea interpreted in 

different situations and by different  people?
How does time and
place make it new?



What factors will influence                            What determines the outcomes
what is happening? of an event?
How is the decision to                                     What features, conditions describe
be made?                                                              the situation?

How does the environment shape 
or affect what is happening?

Judgement Context



Impact   Process

How does______ What steps are used to create
influence ______?                                                             this?
What are the effects of                                                   What type of procedure is involved?
____ on ______?

Depth



What information verifies this?

How can this be validated?

What is causing this to happen?

How is the idea or work stimulated?

Proof                             Motive



How to introduce the 
prompts?



Goldilocks
The Giving Tree

Little Red Riding Hood
Familiar Stories



After I 
introduce…

They FRAME themselves!



The ability to go into depth allows you to take information 
to a higher level of knowing.  The new prompts do not live in 
isolation but work together.
_____________________________________________

Example:
Impact of patterns on an idea.
Impact of a motive.
Proof of an original idea and the impact it has on
Individuals.



Which idea goes with which prompt?

1.What a cleaver idea!
2.He wanted desperately to learn how.
3.She said, “Do you mean it is really hot?”
4. It was really strong and caused a crack.
5. First try this step, then this is the next one.
6. Here is a photo that depicts that person engaged in a crime.
7. I don’t like that.
8. It is well known that it often rains in Hawaii.

Original    Translate    Judgement    Context    Impact    Process    Proof     Motive



Can you think of an 
example of how to use 
these in your own 
class?

Share



LANGUAGE ARTS
Identify the patterns in an author's use of language.
Analyze how a character changes over time.
Investigate the rules and processes a poet follows when 
creating a poem.

MATH
Learn the rules of the order of operations.
Study the patterns of multiplying by fractions and decimals.
How can you translate algebra to real world situations?

Examples from across the disciplines



SOCIAL STUDIES
Analyze the different points of view of a historical event 
within a particular context of events.
Investigate how a civilization changes over time.
Determine the ethical choices a ruler had to make.

SCIENCE
Examine the rules that allow a plants to grow.
What are the unanswered questions of ultraviolet light?
Identify the different points of view and motives of nuclear 
power.



Add Depth and 
Complexity to your 

Standard!

Rewrite your standard to 
enhance 



































Concentric Circles 
of Understanding

Layering your information










