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Keys to Learning

O

™ A set of words we use as tools to help
students gain a deeper understanding of
concepts/content*

* Based on the work of Dr. Sandra Kaplan, USC




Keys
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characteristic

Distinguishing feature or quality

ffg consequence Outcome; result; effect; what was changed

Efg possibility Something that could occur in the future

ffs reaction Action in response to something that happens
‘53(‘ motivation Something that prompts an action

ﬁfs influence The power to cause an effect; to sway or persuade
‘ffe condition How something is or lives; relevant circumstances
‘g# significance The quality of being important

‘ﬁf# value Relative worth, merit or importance

@’g importance Value in content, worth or relationship

@ﬁ kind A group united by a common characteristic

@" type A group distinguished by some particular trait
j; trait Distinguishing characteristic
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function How something works or is used

reason Justification for belief, act or action

rationale An explanation of fundamental reasons
evidence An outward sign or indication; proof
purpose The reason for being; objective to be achieved
relevance Pertinent to the matter at hand; applicable
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Discover, Unlock, Uncover, Reveal, Disclose

O

Across disciplines

Adds rigor and enhances understanding

Used by students to generate guestions to
guide inquiry




How Do | Use the Keys In My
Instruction?




Teacher Generated Questions/Prompts

O

Preview content or standard & select keys

Create guestions/prompts using keys

Consider layering thinking tools and/or cognitive
maps/organizers




5th Grade Social Studies

O

Students trace the colonization, immigration
and settlement patterns of the American
people from 1789 to t
emphasis on the role of economic incentive,
effects of the physical and political
geography, and transportation systems.




Key Questions Social Studies

O

What was the for people to immigrate
to America?

) , Influence i : :
How did economics {b Immigration and

settlement in Colonial America?




4™ Grade Language Arts

O

Describe the structural differences of various
Imaginative forms of literature, including
fantasies, fables, myths, legends, and fairy

tales.

@Characierisiics




Key Question Language Arts

O

What differences and parallels exist in the
Cenaserenstes. Of fantasies, fables, myths,
legends, and fairy tales?




How Can | Have my Students
Create the Questions/Prompts?




Student Generated Questions/Prompts

O

Teacher can suggest and define key(s)

Book-walk/image - hook/standard

Student groups generate key guestions to share out
e Teacher acts as scribe (filter)

Groups select question(s) to answer & present
findings




Selection and Definition of Keys

— O

@\Signif;icance> The quality of being important

@@ Distinguishing features or qualities

@\"Tuence The power to cause an effect, sway, persuad

e




Book Walk to Stimulate Inquisitiveness

What are the parts of cells?

Every cell has parts inside. Each part of a cell

has a job that helps keep the cell alive.

Animal Cells

Look inside this animal cell. Find five parts in

the cell. What job does each part have?

Nickname: Control center

nucleus (NEW-klee-uhs)—This large, round
part controls what happens in a cell by
sending signals to all other parts of the cell.

cytoplasm (SIGH-tuh+plasm)—This
gel-like material inside a cell
holds all the inner parts of a cell.
Nickname: Packing material

vacuole (VAKsyew-ohl)—This
sac stores food and water
until a cell needs them
and collects wastes until
the cell gets rid of them.
Nickname: Storage bin

cell membrane (MEM«brayn)—This

mitochondrion (mighstoh+KON+dreesuhn)—
This small oval sac releases energy
from food for the cell to use.
Nickname: Power plant

thin outer layer of a cell lets
things in and out of the cell.
! Nickname: The fence

Plant Cells

Plants cells have the same five parts that animal
cells have. However, vacuoles in plant cells are a
little different from the ones in animal cells. Also,
plant cells have two additional parts.

m vacuole—larger than a vacuole in an animal
cell, this is a cell part that holds a lot of water

and gives shape to a the cell. (When it releases
water, the cell shrinks and the plant wilts.)
Nickname: Shape keeper

nucleus

mitochondrion |

cytoplasm ’

cell membrane |

chloroplast (KLAWRsuheplast)—
a part of a plant cell that
uses energy from sunlight to
make food.

Nickname: Food factory

cell wall—a hard outer layer of a
plant cell that protects the cell
and provides support.

3 Nickname: The wall




Question Stem

What is/are the ....
How are the...

How might...

How do the characteristics of an animal cell differ from a plant

Purpose
Significance
Kind
Evidence
Reasons
Types
Influences
Function

Consequences

‘/’_,.ff""*-—-\\
TOPIC

plant and
animal cells

cell?
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For Added Rigor- Layer Thinking Tools

O

Construct key question

Challenge students consider thinking tools they
might layer on to the question

Teacher acts as scribe

Discuss the difference in the question
1 What Is being asked
1 Level of rigor




Added Rigor

O

- Influence

How did economics
settlement in Colonial America?

!

Immigration and




KEY
Question Stem Purpose TOPIC
Importance
Kind : :
S Evidence Immigration &
Reasons settlement in
Why... _Tvoes __ Colonial
e . ~ Influences :; America
(How... > ~Foretion
SN ————m + Conseguences
What is/are the ... Traits +
How are the.. Thinking Tools

How did economics influence patterns of immigration and
settlement in Colonial America?




Added Rigor

O

- Influence

How did economics
settlement in Colonial America?

: : o Inf
How did economics % patterns &5 of

Immigration and settlement in Colonial America?

Immigration and

Discuss with students the differences in the questions




Added Rigor

What was the
America?

for people to immigrate ta




Added Rigor

What was the for people to immigrate to

America? l

What #22 rules motivated people to immigrate to
America?

Discuss with students the differences in the questions




Key Question with Thinking Tool




Literature and Character
Analysis

O

Adding Rigor & Enhancing Understanding




Language Arts

O

Preview material & select keys

@Motivation @ Influence > @Rationale @Significance
N/ o \_ \_/

Define key words & statements
Model using familiar story




Key Statements

O

Influenced the story by

Goldilocksis motivated toent er the bear s
by/because by her curiosity

rabomale for was

IS significant In the story because




Your Turn!

O

Generate key statements about,The Three Little Pigs

Influenced the story by

IS motivated to by/because

rabomale for was

IS significant In the story because




Proving with Evidence

O

Students use story details# to support
statements

1 Include actions, words, and thoughts

1 Explain what details mean, reveal, suggest, etc

Focus on main character or other characters




Deductive Reasoning

The wolf Is motivated to
oursue the pigs by his hunger

How it How i t How 1t

revealed: revealed: revealed:
quds, words, words,
actions, actions, actions,

thoughts, etc. thoughts, etc. houghts, etc.




Gathering Evidence/ Details >

The Giving Tree Character: The Boy

The Boy was influenced by greed and money.

%Evidence:Actions,wcrds orthoughts | M What the evidence shows|/re

# Actions: He (the Boy) collected | This shows that he was willing to take

all the apples to sell for money:. advantage of the treegs
& Patterns in the language - The Boy never considerped

Al want éo Ayen tnogggw &1eéa§ked for many things, he never
sai d, At hank youo. Thi s

selfish and only thought about what he could get.
‘%’ Patterns in actions - Every

time the boy wanted something t!—le V\r/]as neverbcorlltizntﬂ\]/wt[\ Wha;]t he ha(rj]. Edacht
new he went back to the Tree |:ne ec:ms ackto the (rjee, edwas ar te_r O
and asked for it. please. He became more demanding over time

until he finally took everything she had.

s aY



Proving with Evidence

O

Class Generated ExampleMarven of the Great North
Woods

e Jean Louis Is significant in the story because he
befriends Marvin and helps him adapt to life in
the logging camp.

eStudents used detail s
words and thoughts to prove his significance.




ogof\?,;‘\ (Ozg\m Using Keys to Unlock Story Characters (é@@ @;;m
\.\\_/r\/\ /\/\/ b ANV \_ /'\/\/ \\_/,WW
storyText Marven of +he i S%%ﬁ{g Cla%\.ﬁ in R Character JCA N LOUIS
Greart NOYFh Woods. SO heY befriende
- Matven’ and heiped him rearn +o
a0 ahe Re alred as g quide

— £t | aMPp.
and -provided &Truc’ru‘remgnd

acceptance for “Marvin-

%Evidence: Actions, Words, or Thoughts

Hﬁlﬁ What the evidence shows, reveals, suggests...

SoOWOrds- “Ah mom perit, Jou cry I
g3 ACTIONS- Jegnh Lovis took Off
his glove and yvbbed nig T\\)g?
+humlo dowh Marveny cheex.”

o Jean LoLIS 1S observont and

notices Hat Marvehn had tears ro\(mg

down hig cheeK. He Feels bad for
Marven and tubs W\‘}O% nis Tears
reause he cares +0or nrm.

and all, across the mMyddy CTQ%K

P4k N
E23 ACHONS- Jean Louls went with |52 Jean LOLIY thiNKS aloout how

Marven all the way To The i) Marven mignt seel. "¢ carrjed nim
Sation. He carried” Marven, SKiS A0S beciuse he doesn+ want Mgheh

o get wet and cold

Actions- He giel Marven a
C%%%ﬁ cn hiS \asy aaj--a brand

W ax.

ond he nhelped him go “1o T "o
Hain satioh.
43D - &
SoOWOrds -Jedn LOVIS 1eIl8 NMarvin, ) Jeqn Louis Thougnt aeout how much
“oU ae A woodsman NOW- . v%% going T migs Marven. He wanted
e WA a woodsman,

| 1 Fe€l ke | B
S/\\)g\jﬁgc %@iv\ Louis. and 10 feel ike e was

N onIEr an | gursider The aieT represents
M%\W S glowth ar e amp




£ Patterns in Behavioral Traits

Textual evidence
%showing she was
untrusting

it

Textual evidence
showing she was mean

/7
(osignificance
N
Explanation of how her being

untrusting is significant to the
story.

N

(o significance
NEASS .

Explanation of how her being

mean is significant to the story /

Evidence from text showing
her intolerance of others

Intolerant
of Others

TN

(o significance >
\ /\/\/

N
Explanation of how her intolerance is

significant in the story.




Discover, Unlock, Uncover, Reveal, Disclose

O

Move Beyond Character Analysis

Writing
e Scaffold for written response

Social Studies
e Generating key questions/analysis

Fine Arts

e Develop deeper understanding of visual
/performance arts




Motivation







