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Keys 





Keys to Learning 

       A set of words we use as tools to help 
students gain a deeper understanding of 
concepts/content *  

 

 

 

 

   * Based on the work of Dr. Sandra Kaplan, USC 



Keys to Questioningé Keys to Learningé 



Discover, Unlock, Uncover, Reveal, Disclose 

·Across disciplines 

 

·Adds rigor and enhances understanding 

 

·Used by students to generate questions to 
guide inquiry  

 



How Do I Use the Keys in My 
Instruction?  



Teacher Generated Questions/Prompts 

·Preview content or standard & select keys 

 

·Create questions/prompts using keys 

 

·Consider layering thinking tools and/or cognitive 
maps/organizers 



5th Grade Social Studies  

 Students trace the colonization, immigration 
and settlement patterns of the American 
people from 1789 to the mid 1800ôs, with 
emphasis on the role of economic incentive, 
effects of the physical and political 
geography, and transportation systems.  

 

 

 



Key Questions Social Studies 

 

· What was the                         for people to immigrate 
to America?  

 
 

ÅHow did economics                             immigration and 
settlement in Colonial America? 



4th Grade Language Arts 

·Describe the structural differences of various 
imaginative forms of literature, including 
fantasies, fables, myths, legends, and fairy 
tales.  

 



Key Question Language Arts 

 
 

 

·What differences and parallels exist in the                     
       of fantasies, fables, myths, 
legends, and fairy tales?   



How Can I Have my Students 
Create the Questions/Prompts?  



·Teacher can suggest and define key(s) 
 

·Book-walk/image - hook/standard  
 

·Student groups generate key questions to share out 

ėTeacher acts as scribe  (filter) 
 

·Groups select question(s) to answer & present 
findings  

 

Student Generated Questions/Prompts  



Selection and Definition of Keys 

·The quality of being important  

Distinguishing features or qualities  

The power to cause an effect, sway, persuade 



Book Walk to Stimulate Inquisitiveness  



plant and 

animal cells  

How do the characteristics of an animal cell differ from a plant 

cell?    





For Added Rigor- Layer Thinking Tools  

·Construct key question  

 

·Challenge students consider thinking tools they 
might layer on to the question  

 

·Teacher acts as scribe  

 

·Discuss the difference in the question 

¹What is being asked 

¹ Level of rigor 



Added Rigor 

·How did economics                        immigration and 
settlement in Colonial America? 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Immigration & 

settlement in 

Colonial 

America 

How did economics influence patterns of immigration and 

settlement in Colonial America? 



Added Rigor 

·How did economics                        immigration and 
settlement in Colonial America? 
 

 

 

·How did economics                           patterns        of 
immigration and settlement in Colonial America?  

 

 

Discuss with students the differences in the questions 



Added Rigor  

 

· What was the                         for people to immigrate to 
America?  
 

 

 

 



Added Rigor  

 

· What was the motivation  for people to immigrate to 
America?  
 

 

 

·What        rules motivated  people to immigrate to 
America?  

 

Discuss with students the differences in the questions 



Key Question with Thinking Tool  



Adding Rigor & Enhancing Understanding  

Literature and Character 
Analysis 



Language Arts 

· Preview material & select keys 

 

 

· Define key words & statements 

·Model using familiar story  
 

 

Motivation  

  

Influence  Rationale  

 

Significance  

 



Key Statements  

·_______ influenced the story by ___________.  
 

 

· ______  is motivated  to _____________ 
by/because  _____________.  

 

·_____ôs rationale  for _________ was ________.  

 
  

·_____is significant in the story because________.  

 

 

Goldilocks enter the bearsô house 

by her curiosity  



Your Turn!  

Generate key statements about, The Three Little Pigs 

 

·_______ influenced the story by ___________.  
 

 

· ____  is motivated  to _____ by/because  _____.  
 
 

·_____ôs rationale  for ________ was ________.  
 

  

·_____is significant  in the story because_______.  



Proving with Evidence  

·Students use story details      to support 
statements 

¹Include actions, words, and thoughts  

¹Explain what details mean, reveal, suggest, etc 

 

·Focus on main character or other characters 
 

 



Deductive Reasoning  

The wolf is motivated to                                

pursue the pigs by his hunger 

How itôs 
revealed: 

words, 
actions, 

thoughts, etc.  

How itôs 
revealed: 

words, 
actions, 

thoughts, etc.  

How itôs 
revealed: 

words, 
actions, 

thoughts, etc.  



 Gathering Evidence/ Details  

The Boy was influenced by greed and money.  

The Giving Tree  Character: The Boy  

   Actions: He (the Boy) collected 

all the apples to sell for money.  

Patterns in the language -        

ñI wantéò      ñI needéò  

   Patterns in actions - Every 

time the boy wanted something 

new he went back to the Tree 

and asked for it.  

This shows that he was willing to take 

advantage of the treeôs love for him.  

The Boy never considered the Treeôs feelings. 

Even though he asked for many things, he never 

said,  ñthank youò. This shows that the Boy was 

selfish and only thought about what he could get.    

 He was never content with what he had. Each 

time he came back to the tree, he was harder to 

please.  He became more demanding over time 

until he finally took everything she had.   

 Evidence: Actions, words or thoughts What the evidence shows/reveals/suggestsé 



·Class Generated Example: Marven  of the Great North 
Woods 
 

ėJean Louis is significant in the story because he 
befriends Marvin and helps him adapt to life in 
the logging camp. 

 

ėStudents used details about Jean Louisô actions, 
words and thoughts to prove his significance. 

 

Proving with Evidence  





    Patterns in Behavioral Traits  

 

 Gilly  

 

Untrusting  

Intolerant 
of  Others 

 

Mean 

Textual evidence  

showing she was 

untrusting 

Textual evidence 

showing she was mean 

Evidence from text showing 

her intolerance of others 

Explanation of how her intolerance is 

significant in the story.  

Explanation of how her being 

mean is significant to the story 

Explanation of how her being 

untrusting is significant to the 

story. 



·Move Beyond Character Analysis 
 

·Writing  

ėScaffold for written response 
 

·Social Studies 

ėGenerating key questions/analysis 
 

·Fine Arts 

ėDevelop deeper understanding of visual 
/performance arts  

Discover, Unlock, Uncover, Reveal, Disclose 



Motivation  




