
 

 

Cynthia Kirk & Katherine Squires  



“A bad teacher complains;  
a good teacher explains; 
the best teacher inspires.” 
 



Philosophy 

1. Three R’s* 

 

 Relevance 

 Rigor 

 Respect 
 

*Wagner, Tony; Change Leadership 

2. Potential 

 

 Investing 

 Invigorating 

 Inviting 

 



Differentiating to Meet  
the Needs of ALL Students 

 Open-ended Instruction  

 Tiered Lessons  

 Analyzing & Critical 
Thinking Skills  
 Benefit English 

Language Learners 

 Benefit Students with 
Special Needs  

 

 

 Use of the Icons of 
Depth & Complexity 
and the Content 
Imperatives  

 Empowering        

      $    

 

 

 



Depth & Complexity 



Scope & Sequence 

1. Attention Grabber 

2. òDiscoveryó 

3. Clue 

4. Scholar Bag 

5. Poster 

6. Scholar Journals 

7. Song 

8. Independent Student Product 



Scholar Bag  
ÅWhat is in the Scholar Bag? 

ÅMoment in the “Spotlight” 

ÅOral Language Development 
through Individual Response 

ÅMystery 

ÅScholar Bag 



ÅIntroduce with an 

Ethical Dilemma  

ÅClass Sample 

Å Ethics Envelope  

ÅCharacter Education  

  

 



Patterns, 
Patterns, 
everywhereé 
 
 
 

ÅStory  

ÅStudent Input  

ÅBulletin Board  



ÅClass Rules 

ÅContent Sample  



  ??? 

ÅIntroduce with 

Visual Prompt 

ÅClass Board and 

Post-its  

ÅSong 

 

Unanswered Questions    
(to the tune of “Old MacDonald”) 
  
Unanswered Questions in our brains, 
We think them every day; 
And when we pose them, 
We will say “Why, what, where, or when.” 
  
With a question here and a question there, 
We want to know more, yes we do; 
We can ponder what comes next; 
“How, who, why, or when.” 
  
Unanswered Questions in my mind, 
I think them every day; 
And when I pose them, 
I will say, “Why, what, where, or when.” 
  
With a question here and a question there, 
I want to know more, yes I do; 
I can ponder many things; 
“How, who, why, or when.” 
     C. Kirk c 2008 

  

 



 
 
 

ÅIntroduction  

Å music 

Å photographs  

Å characters  

ÅClass Sample 

Å Plot Poster  

ÅStudent Sample  

 
 



 òThinking like a é 

  

ébiologist at workó 

 

ésnowmanó 



Natural Overlap 

Novels 

Short Stories 

Biographies 

Characterization 

Authorõs 

Perspective/Voice 

View of History 



Multiple 

Perspectives 

 

ÅAmelia Bedelia 

ÅMrs. Rogers 

ÅAudience 



 Posters, Graphic Organizers, & Frames 

 Introduction 

 Reference Tools 

 Individual and Group Instruction 

 Versatile Products  

 

 Tiered and Open-ended Learning Opportunities 

 Curriculum Integration   

 

 Inclusive of Studentsõ Interests and Abilities 

 Motivation and Novelty 

 

 



 

 

 

Frames 

multi-purpose 

 

multi-functional 

 

organized 

products 



The Scholar in Me  



Gimmicks? 

ÅMotivation 

ÅEnthusiasm 

ÅFUN! 

 



Helpful Hints 
 Buddy-up 

 Parent Communication 

 Homework 

DONõT òDumb Things Downó 

 Critical Thinking 

1. Relevance 

2. Rigor 

3. Respect 

 

 



Books 

Empower Primary & Inspire Change 

 

The Scholar in Me 
 

 
Thank you! 

 

https://ssl23.chi.us.securedata.net/jtayloreducation.com/merchantmanager/product_info.php?products_id=36


Contact Info: 
   
  J Taylor Education 

  jtayloreducation.com 

   

 




